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Spreading Awareness on Campus
and Social Media



History of 
"Comfort 
Women” 
Creative Workshop



Sharing My Research with the Campus 
Community

• Created an Instagram Account @lmus4cwa

• Worked with Campus Events to secure venues for 
two workshops

• Created Google Doc to facilitate reservations to the 
workshops

• Purchased and provided Korean snacks for the 
workshops

• Purchased and provided art materials for workshops

• Collaborated with Cultural Affinity groups and 
classes on campus to promote the workshops

• Engaged students with history of “comfort women” 
and critical and creative reflections



Created Instagram @lmus4cwa
Loyola Marymount University





Workshops to Promote Understanding of History 
of “Comfort Women” and Reflect Critically and 
Creatively



Hosting the Workshops 



● Late 19th century: Korea caught in colonial ambitions of China, Russia, and Japan; 

Western powers also involved.

● Japan modernizes its military, views Korea and Manchuria as expansion areas.

● Post-Sino-Japanese War (1895) and Russo-Japanese War (1905), Japan increases 

influence in Korea

○ Western powers largely uninvolved.

● End of Japanese Annexation ended with WWII → Bombing of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki 

Impact of WWII (1939-1945) 



● Korea became a part of the Japanese empire in 1910, losing its sovereignty. This was 

formalized through the Japan-Korea Annexation Treaty, which was signed under duress 

and is considered illegal by many historians.

● Japan waged an all-out war on Korean culture for control 

● Korean culture suppressed, historical documents destroyed, language and land rights 

eroded, forced assimilation.

○ Forced to speak/learn Japanese

○ Tore down historic buildings → Gyeongbokgung, royal palace built by Joseon 

dynasty

Japanese Occupation/Annexation



● March 1st Movement - In 1919, a significant nationwide uprising known as the March 1st Movement 

occurred, demonstrating against Japanese rule. It was brutally suppressed, but it also led to some 

reforms.

● Koreans faced increased exploitation through forced labor, conscription into the Japanese military, and 

mobilization of women as "comfort women" for the Japanese military.

● The Japanese occupation authorities redirected Korea's economic output to support Japan's war efforts, 

leading to significant hardships for the Korean population. Agricultural produce and raw materials were 

exported to Japan, leading to food shortages and suffering in Korea.

● Japan's defeat in WWII directly led to the end of the 35-year occupation of Korea. With Japan's

surrender in August 1945, Korea was liberated, marking the end of Japanese colonial rule.

Japanese Occupation/Annexation



● Comfort = Japanese euphemism "ianfu” - women forced into sexual slavery

● 1932 and lasting until 1945, the Japanese government’s notorious systematized sex 

trafficking scheme involved women, girls and boys from throughout the Japanese empire.

● Scholars believe the system ensnared 200,000 victims, although estimates vary from 

20,000 to nearly 500,000.

● 20,000 and 410,000 women had been enslaved in at least 125 brothels. In 1993, the UN’s 

Global Tribunal on Violations of Women’s Human Rights estimated that at the end of 

World War II, 90 percent of the “comfort women” had died.

“Comfort Women” 





● Rape of Nanking: On December 13, 1937, Japanese forces launched a six-week massacre in 

Nanking, China, raping 20,000 to 80,000 women.

● "Recruitment" for brothels involved kidnapping or coercing women, who were taken from 

streets in Japanese-occupied areas under false pretenses of employment or sold by their 

parents as indentured servants.

● In the brothels, women were subjected to sexual slavery in harsh conditions. Post-WWII, 

U.S. authorities let "comfort stations" run until 1946, when Douglas MacArthur closed 

them, affecting thousands of women.

“Comfort Women” 



● Survivors of sexual slavery faced social ostracism, 

with many succumbing to sexually transmitted 

infections, complications from abuse, or choosing 

suicide.

● Yong Soo Lee, a 90-year-old survivor, seeks an 

apology from Japan, telling the Washington Post in 

2015, “I never wanted to comfort those men... I can't 

forgive what happened to me.”

Lee Yong-Soo



Soon-Duk Kim, “In That Place, at That Moment in 
Time” (1995)

“Punish the Responsible” by former ‘comfort woman’ 
Kang Duk-gyeong

Art by 
Comfort 
Women



Duk-Kyoung Kang, “Nightmare”, Acrylic on Paper, 1995



by Tanya Ko Hong





Workshops on Peer Education
History of Comfort Women and Art



Promoting the History of “Comfort Women” at 
Cultural Affinity Groups on Campus



Works Produced by Students Upon Reflecting on 
the History and Injustices of the “Comfort 
Women” Issue


